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Dept. of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning
College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences
Interim Department Head’s 
Message
By Craig Johnson
InSites 2004, Feb.
 “The times they are a changing!” 
Bob Dylan’s line well describes the LAEP 
Department. As I am sure many of you are 
aware, professor Karen Hanna resigned as 
LAEP department head to accept a position 
as dean of the College of Environmental 
Studies at Cal Poly Pomona. 
 We owe Karen a tremendous debt of gratitude for the many accomplishments 
achieved during her brief stint with LAEP, including the following:
•	 Implementation	of	a	dynamic	advisory	board,	consisting	of	approximately	30	
dedicated alumni and friends who convene twice a year in Logan to provide 
input and assistance to the department.
•	 The	creation	of	a	major	development	program,	which	has	generated	significant	
funding	in	support	of	LAEP.	This	generosity	has	enabled	the	department	to	hire	
Claudia Bracken, our own in-house coordinator of development activities, in 
order to maintain the momentum.
•	 Facilitation	of	the	creation	of	the	Sumner	Margetts	Swaner	Professor	of	Land-
scape Architecture within the LAEP Department, including the designation of 
the Swaner Professorship.
•	 Wiring	of	the	graduate,	senior,	and	junior	studios	to	enable	the	computerization	
of our classes.
 All of this was accomplished in addition to the normal administrative load that 
comes	with	the	turf	of	being	department	head.	Thank	you,	Karen,	for	your	efforts	on	
our behalf! We wish her the very best in her new position. 
	 HASS	Dean	Gary	Kiger	has	appointed	a	search	committee	to	find	a	replacement	
for	Karen.	The	position	was	announced	in	mid-September	and	we	hope	to	have	a	new	
department	head	on	board	by	July	2004.	
	 Professor	Vern	Budge	retired	after	an	illustrious	35-year	career	on	the	faculty.	
We will miss his talent, community spirit, and, most of all, his wisdom. In addition, 
adjunct	 faculty	member	Carlos	Licon	 returned	 to	Mexico	 to	complete	his	Ph.D.	
dissertation	and	Professor	Mike	Timmons	is	on	sabbatical	leave	to	study	historical	
landscape preservation at the Olmstead Center for Historical Landscape Preservation 
in	Boston.	The	consequence	of	all	this	“changin”	is	that	we	have	a	small	but	dedicated	
crew sailing a very big boat. 
	 The	job	of	interim	department	head	landed	in	my	lap,	including	the	responsibili-
ties	of	managing	the	transition	to	new	leadership	and	finding	quality	adjunct	faculty	
to	fill	teaching	vacancies.	It	is	quite	obvious	that	the	department	is	confronted	with	
significant	challenges.	BUT…	CHALLENGES	=	OPPORTUNITIES.	
 We have the resources to meet the challenge and develop the opportunities. 
The	faculty	and	our	wonderful	 staff	are	pulling	 together	 to	
make	this	transition	succeed.	They	have	accepted	additional	
teaching responsibilities and administrative tasks. Tamara 
Shapiro,	Sumner	Margetts	Swaner	Professor	of	Landscape	
Architecture, is a welcome addition to our faculty. Before she 
left,	Karen	hired	talented	and	energetic	adjunct	faculty	to	teach	
in the undergraduate program this past fall semester. In addi-
tion,	Dean	Kiger	and	the	staff	in	the	HASS	office	have	been	
extremely	helpful	and	supportive.	
 We have a great group of returning students and a large 
enthusiastic class of freshmen and transfer students, as well as 
ten	very	bright	and	motivated	new	graduate	students.	Their	
presence in classrooms and studios reminds us of what we are 
here to do: instruct, inspire, and motivate bright young people, 
and	with	them,	explore	the	world	of	ideas.	With	the	continued	
interest and support of our alumni, which was so evident in 
our	recent	Colorado	and	New	Orleans	alumni	get	togethers,	I	
know	we	can	move	forward	with	confidence.
	 The	LAEP	Department	has	the	opportunity	to	attract	a	
dynamic, scholarly department head and a talented, energetic 
faculty	member	to	fill	Vern’s	position;	they	will	work	with	the	
faculty	in	realizing	our	mission: 
Goals for LAEP
Program/Curriculum
• Create a process-oriented, integrated curriculum that 
represents the diversity of our faculty.
•	 Develop	 relationships	with	 cross-disciplinary	 faculty,	
including those in the School of the Arts.
•	 Offer	a	balanced	curriculum	 in	design,	 technical,	 and	
environmental	subjects.
•	 Emphasize	quality	education	in	the	traditional	skills	of	
the landscape architecture profession.
Students
•	 Graduate	critical	thinkers	and	creative	problem	solvers	
equipped	with	the	necessary	knowledge,	skills,	and	abili-
ties to practice landscape architecture
•	 Develop	within	students	an	understanding	of,	and	land	
ethic	sensitive	to,	the	specific	issues	of	the	Intermountain	
West, while estab-lishing the broader ability to practice 
as	leaders	in	a	complex	global	society.
•	 Attract	and	 retain	 students	with	diverse	backgrounds,	
experiences,	and	professional	goals.
Outreach
•	 Establish	 a	 vital	Rural	 Intermountain	Planning	Pro-
gram.
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•	 Foster	life-long	learning.
Research	and	Creative	Activity
•	 Improve	quality,	 production	 and	dissemination	of	
research.
•	 Increase	the	number	of	faculty.
•	 Increase	the	number	of	graduate	students.
Development
•	 Continue	to	fund	a	dynamic,	successful	development	
program that will raise donations for endowed chairs, 
scholarships and fellowships, a guest lecture series, and 
a study abroad program for faculty and students.
	 With	the	continued	dedication	of	the	existing	faculty	
members	and	staff,	I	believe	we	can	sail	through	the	present	
choppy waters to calmer seas with favorable winds—the 
department can accomplish even greater things in the years 
to come.
The times they are a changing!
GOOD NEWS
 Recent	good	news—the	graduate,	 senior	and	 junior	 studios	are	wired	 for	
broadband	internet!		Computers	are	in	the	classroom	and	operational!		Faculty	have	
full	internet	access	for	using	websites,	online	learning	techniques,	and	powerpoint	
presentations	in	the	senior	and	junior	studios,	the	jury	and	seminar	rooms.		John	
Ellsworth	spearheaded	the	wiring	project,	worked	with	physical	plant,	and	deserves	
everyone’s	thanks	for	the	time	and	effort	he	gave	to	see	this	project	to	a	successful	
completion.		Thanks,	John!		More	detailed	information	is	on	page	five.
Cache Valley  is 
having a 
great Winter!
By Claudia Bracken, LAEP Development Coordinator
	 The	nine	months	since	our	last	newsletter	have	been	exciting.	Although	the	plan	is	to	publish	this	
newsletter	every	six	months,	we	found	that	some	groundwork	had	to	be	in	place	in	order	to	accomplish	
that.	I	am	learning	to	run	more	rapidly	in	order	to	keep	up	with	this	fast-paced	department.	Not	only	
do	our	professors	carry	heavy	loads	but	they	also	accomplish	much.	They	are	great	educators.	In	fact,	
ideas for events and improvements continually spark from their faculty meetings. Our faculty members 
and	advisory	board	members	are	all	examples	for	me	through	their	dedication	of	both	time	and	effort	
for the department. 
	 Our	Advisory	Board	requested	that	this	newsletter	focus	on	alumni	and	giving.	The	next	newsletter	
will	highlight	faculty	and	students.	I	hope	you	enjoy	reading	your	classmates’	updates.
	 Since	the	last	newsletter	in	March	2003,	I	have	worked	on	many	development	assignments	for	
the	department.	These	projects	included	the	fall	Advisory	Board	Meeting,	donor	research,	database	
management, alumni event planning, development of a general department brochure, design of the 
awards	banquet	and	Vern	Budge	retirement	programs,	development	of	a	department	scholarships	listing	
(which is now on the Web site), development oversight of an LAEP marketing plan along with radio, 
TV and newspaper contact information, development oversight of an LAEP funding needs list, and 
development of an image database.
	 Goals	for	the	coming	months	include	planning	the	spring	Advisory	Board	Meeting,	a	development	
brochure,	a	giving	envelope,	a	written	LAEP	development	plan,	implementation	of	some	marketing	
plan tactics, a database of landscape architecture suppliers (corporate and “friends of LAEP”), press 
releases,	the	next	issue	of	the	newsletter,	a	draft	of	a	two-year	fund	raising	program,	and	more	alumni	
Planned Giving—A Unique Opportunity: 
 You can create a legacy for the LAEP De-
partment at Utah State University through a 
charitable bequest or other planned gift. This 
unique opportunity is simple and rewarding to 
those who wish to become active participants 
in the vision for the department. By creating 
a planned gift to the LAEP department at Utah 
State, you will make an enduring contribution 
to excellence in education. 
 For information on how to include the LAEP 
Department as part of your will, living trust, 
life insurance, or other planned gift instrument, 
contact Julie Pitcher, Development Director, 
College of Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences, 
at 435-797-3662, or julie.pitcher@usu.edu. She 
can also give you information on the various 
giving methods and on enhancing existing LAEP 
endowments. 
 If you have already included LAEP in your
estate plans, please contact Julie to discuss 
An Alumnus 
Puts the LAEP 
Department 
in Her Will:
 Several  years  ago 
when my husband and 
I once again updated 
our wills, we made a 
decision to include the 
Department of LAEP 
as a benefactor. This 
decision came as a result 
of	my	experiences	in	the	
LAEP	department	as	a	graduate	student.	The	department	has	continued	
to	suffer	financial	cutbacks	and	to	operate	on	a	“shoe-string.”	Many	of	the	
things I felt were lacking in this department  could have been addressed 
and	resolved	with	some	financial	support.
 Since I believe it is best to be a part of the solution, my husband and I 
made the decision to include the LAEP department in our wills. Although 
our	actions	may	not	solve	the	current	financial	crunch,	it	is	hoped	that	in	
the future our choice will enhance the education of the students who come 
after me.
—Ann D. Williams
contact information. I am pleased to work with 
LAEP faculty and advisory board members on 
these	projects.	
	 I	 also	want	 to	express	 thanks	 to	you,	our	
alumni,	who	give	such	excellent	support	to	the	
department. We are delighted to receive updates 
from	you	and	 information	 for	 this	newsletter.	
Your suggestions are also welcome. Keep those 
emails flying: claudia.bracken@usu.edu.
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5By John Ellsworth, professor and graduate program director
 A common refrain of more than one LAEP 
student over the last couple of years has been, “I’m 
really	excited	about	using	my	new	laptop	computer	
in my studio and other courses. I also need to access 
the internet and the campus network from my studio 
desk without having to go to a computer lab. Is this 
enhanced access a department priority, and if so, 
when do you think it could happen?” 
 A common response of the faculty has been, 
“Well, the faculty agrees you need convenient access, 
we have the full support of our advisory board, and it’s 
just	a	matter	of	time	and	money	(mostly	money!)	to	
make it happen. Please be patient as we work towards 
this	goal,”—UNTIL	NOW!	
	 Due	to	the	efforts	of	the	Advisory	Board,	former	Department	Head	Karen	Hanna,	
and others, three studios have now been upgraded for full broadband digital access and 
enhanced electrical power. Juniors, seniors, and graduate students are now able to plug 
their Ethernet cables directly into floor- and wall-mounted access panels and be digitally 
connected to the campus and the world. Each student has immediate access to all “back-
bone”	computer	systems	on	campus,	including	computer	labs	with	printers,	plotters,	
and	other	peripherals.	More	than	300	gigabytes	of	hard	drive	data	storage	is	available	to	
LAEP	faculty	and	students	for	file	sharing	and	storage.	Special	discount	deals	have	been	
negotiated with computer hardware and software vendors to provide our students with 
the latest versions of the most essential products (including Dell computers, Autodesk 
and Adobe software products, and more). In some cases, the students may be able to 
lease software at a greatly reduced cost on an annual basis.
	 There	are	still	some	bills	to	pay	for	these	improvements	(donations	from	alums	
and	department	supporters	are	welcome	in	this	effort),	but	the	“down-payment,”	from	
previous alumni donations, is made and the work is complete!
	 Flexibility	and	personal	 responsibility	are	 the	keys	 to	our	approach	 to	assuring	
digital	tools	and	access	to	the	students.	Every	junior,	senior,	and	second	and	third-year	
graduate	student	is	required	to	have	unfettered	access	to	a	personal	computer	for	class	
use.	For	most	students,	this	will	mean	purchasing	a	laptop	computer	that	meets	minimum	
system	configurations	(specified	by	the	department).	For	some,	it	may	mean	leasing	a	
computer	or	assuring	access	in	some	other	way.	The	individual	machine	may	be	a	PC	or	
a	Mac,	as	long	as	it	will	run	the	required	software	effectively	and	facilitate	the	student’s	
success in classes. We designed the building digital infrastructure (cabling, connections, 
servers, etc.) to be platform-independent, so there is no need for the student’s computer 
to	have	a	special	card	installed	to	access	the	system.	It	is	simply	“plug	and	play.”	The	floor	
and	wall	jacks	are	numerous	and	frequent	in	the	three	studios,	meaning	no	desk	is	more	
than	about	six	feet	from	a	jack.	The	infrastructure	system	is	hard-wire,	which	provides	
faster	speed	than	wireless	systems,	and	has	sufficient	capacity	to	meet	our	needs	for	some	
time to come.
	 It	was	decided	to	equip	these	three	studios	at	this	time,	given	the	undergraduate	
matriculation	policy,	which	allows	only	the	top	25	or	so	students	into	the	junior	class	
(when the intensive computer applications become most 
necessary	 in	 the	curriculum).	The	 faculty	 felt	 it	would	be	
burdensome	to	require	 freshman	and	sophomore	students	
who have not matriculated to purchase sophisticated and 
expensive	computer	systems.	Therefore,	upgrading	the	fresh-
man and sophomore studios was considered a lower priority 
at this time. 
	 And	there’s	more!	When	the	good	people	in	Utah	State	
University’s	Classroom	Technical	Support	Services	(CTSS)	
heard we were planning these upgrades, they stepped up with 
additional funds to provide full audiovisual capabilities in 
the	junior	and	senior	studios.	Soon	each	will	sport	a	ceiling-
mounted	LCD	projector,	podium	with	full	AV	controls	and	
equipment,	and	laptop	computers	for	faculty	to	prepare	their	
presentations. CTSS will also provide blackout window cov-
erings for these two studios, enhancing the full audiovisual/
digital	experience	even	more.	These	digital	and	AV	improve-
ments translate into incredible opportunities for faculty and 
students to “blend” internet technologies, the World Wide 
Web,	and	online	learning	techniques	into	classroom	lectures,	
presentations, and studio assignments.
	 The	department	 faculty	and	students	are	very	excited	
about these important improvements and look forward to 
showcasing	 them	to	 the	LAEP	Advisory	Board	at	 its	next	
meeting	on	February	20-21,	as	well	as	to	all	of	our	alums	the	
next	time	they	are	on	campus.
LAEP Studios Join Digital Age
LAEP Students Enjoy Benefits of Broadband Access 
and Audio-visual Technologies in Their Studios!
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News From Logan--SUMMARY OF SPRING 2003 ACTIVITIES
By Karen C. Hanna
 
 Following	 is	Karen	Hanna’s	 report	written	
before she left for her new position as Dean of 
the College of Environmental Design at Cal Poly, 
Pomona.
	 The	Landscape	Architecture	and	Environmen-
tal	Planning	Department	(LAEP)	at	Utah	State	had	
an	exciting	spring	2003	semester.	
•	 Several	of	us	participated	in	the	Utah	Chapter	
ASLA	Annual	Meeting	 in	Ogden.	Professor	
Karen Hanna gave a presentation on educa-
tional issues that the Council of Educators 
in Landscape Architecture (CELA) had ad-
dressed while she served as its president. 
•	 Sixteen	students	and	three	 faculty	members	
took a spring break field trip to southern 
California, where they visited gardens, parks 
and	professional	offices.	
•	 The	department	hosted	 a	 recognition	 lun-
cheon for Dr. Paula Swaner-Smoot and Sum-
ner Swaner, for their gifts toward the Green 
Space	 Institute	 and	 the	 Sumner	Margetts	
Swaner Professorship. 
•	 On	March	 26,	 LAEP	hosted	 its	 first-ever	
training in Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental	Design	(LEED),	with	45	in	attendance.	
March	27	was	LAEP’s	fourth annual Sustain-
ability	Conference,	which	was	organized	by	
the students. This year’s conference chair 
was Jeremy Pack Call, and keynote speakers 
included David Orr, Carolyn Adams and 
Kristina	Hill.	Attendees	numbered	250.
•	 The	Advisory	Board	meeting	followed	the	con-
ference.	The	primary	topic	at	this	meeting	was	
finding	ways	to	wire	the	studios	in	anticipation	
of	a	required	student	purchase	of	computers	
for the fall. 
•	 LAEP	week	was	April	9-11.	The	featured	guest	
this	year	was	Martha	Schwartz,	who	hosted	
a	morning	charrette	and	gave	an	 insightful	
afternoon lecture. 
•	 The	awards	banquet	on	April	11	recognized	
our	student	award	winners	as	well	as	six	out-
standing	alumni.	Spring	2003’s	outstanding	
alums	were	Garth	Balls	’76BLA,	Walt	Bremer	
’77MLA,	Ken	Brooks	 ’77MLA,	 SJ	Cama-
rata	’82MLA,	Bob	Smith	’70BS,	and	Richard	
(Buck)	Sutton	’74MLA.	
	 April	12,	2003,	was	a	very	 special	day—we	
recognized	 the	accomplishments	of	Vern	Budge	
’65BS.	Professor	Budge	 retired	after	37	years	 at	
Utah	State.	He	was	 recognized	 in	a	PowerPoint	
slideshow of him in action: in the classroom, on 
field	 trips,	on	 the	basketball	 court	 and	 football	
field,	and	giving	desk	crits.	This	visual	show	was	
followed	by	a	good	“roast”	by	his	sons,	Mike,	Scott,	
and	Terral	’90BLA,	and	daughter,	Stephanie,	
Ross	Peterson,	Scott	VanDyke	’79BLA,	John	Nich-
olson,	Jerry	Fuhriman	’66BS	,	Stuart	Loosli	’65BA	
,	 and	Craig	 Johnson.	The	department	presented	
Vern	with	a	Jerry	Fuhriman	watercolor	of	Cache	
Valley	 scenery.	Most	of	Vern’s	 immediate	 family	
joined	in	the	celebration,	as	well	as	many	friends	
and former students. We wish Vern the very best 
in retirement.
	 Other	exciting	news	 is	 that	professor	Craig	
Johnson was awarded the prestigious Jot Carpenter 
Award	by	ASLA.	This	award	is	given	once	a	year	to	
recognize	lifetime	achievement	in	education.	There	
is no one more deserving of this award and we are 
thrilled that Craig received it. Congratulations, 
Craig!
 We will also miss Carlos Licon this coming 
year. Carlos has been a visiting instructor in the 
department for the past two years and has done an 
outstanding	job.	He	is	returning	to	Mexico,	but	we	
hope to see him again in the future.
	 In	May,	LAEP	finished	graduation	exercises,	
recorded grades and wrapped up the term. How-
ever,	we	have	two	more	exciting	pieces	of	news.	On	
May	9,	Karen	Hanna	was	elected	vice-president	for	
education	 for	national	ASLA.	This	position	will	
allow her to continue to advocate for education 
programs,	as	she	did	as	CELA	president	in	2001-
02.
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News Flash:  Laurie Olin 
Lecture, Mar. 26, 2004
It is a pleasure to announce our spring semes-
ter presentation in the LAEP department’s 
continuing series of landscape architect/
artist	speakers.	Mr.	Laurie	Olin,	interna-
tionally renowned landscape architect and 
artist,	and	principal	in	The	Olin	Partnership	
(http://www.olinpartnership.com), will be 
on	campus	March	26	(Friday).	Mr.	Olin	will	
lead an informal discussion of his work at 
9:30	that	morning	in	the	Nora	Eccles	Har-
rison	Museum	of	Art.	At	3:00	that	afternoon,	
he will give a formal presentation on his 
work in the Eccles Science Learning Center 
auditorium	(just	SW	of	the	Taggart	Student	
Center).	These	presentations,	hosted	by	the	
department of Landscape Architecture and 
Environmental Planning and the department 
of Art, are free and open to the public. You 
can check the LAEP department website, 
http://www.usu.edu/laep, for more informa-
tion about other Spring semester events and 
speakers.	Mr.	Olin’s	visit	is	made	possible	by	
a	generous	grant	from	the	Marie	Eccles	Caine	
Foundation.
Vern Budge with 
students at Martha Schwartz 
7 LOGAN,	Utah—	Tamara	Shapiro	was	hired	as	the	Sumner	Margetts	Swaner	Professor	of	Landscape	Architecture	
in	Utah	State	University’s	Landscape	Architecture	and	Environmental	Planning	(LAEP)	Department.
	 Shapiro	applied	in	fall	of	2002	for	the	professorship	in	accordance	with	Sumner	A.	Swaner’s	Green	Space	Institute,	
and	was	named	visiting	professor	for	2003-2004	in	June	of	2003.	The	position	is	known	as	an	endowed	chair.	Funding	
for	this	professorship	came	from	a	generous	donation	as	part	of	Sumner	M.	Swaner’s	family	endowment	to	the	LAEP	
department.
	 Swaner,	a	USU	alum	and	accomplished	landscape	architect	in	Salt	Lake	City,	has	known	Shapiro	for	over	a	year.	
Swaner said Shapiro has an “intuitive grasp” for the methodology of the Green Space Institute. “Shapiro understands the 
significance	of	this	work	beyond	the	logistics	of	it.”
 Shapiro, a Boise native, has worked as an environmental planner and landscape designer. She also participated in 
design	and	planning	outreach	programs	at	Cornell	University,	the	University	of	Idaho,	and	Rutgers	University,	where	she	
received	her	PhD.	She	has	also	published	several	articles	in	national	landscape	planning	and	conservation	magazines,	and	
in	professional	journals.	
	 As	a	student	and	Fulbright	Fellow	in	the	Czech	
Republic,	Shapiro	also	spent	extensive	time	working	with	the	Greenways/Zelenestezky	
group,	a	Czech-American	organization	promoting	regional	and	local	development	through	
sustainable tourism.
	 The	position	breaks	down	into	25	percent	teaching,	25	percent	Green	Space	Institute	
administration,	and	50	percent	research.
 Shapiro is teaching the graduate land planning studio.  Her students are working on a 
green	space	project	in	the	Snyderville	Basin,	east	of	Salt	Lake	City.	Spring	semester	Shapiro	
will teach residential planning and design and a section of the Emerging Areas seminar. 
	 The	Green	Space	Institute’s	mission	is	to	provide	responsible	planning	that	 incor-
porates community values, sustainable growth, conservation, and restoration planning of 
open space. 
	 Shapiro	is	currently	working	as	part	of	a	team	on	an	urban	redevelopment	project	
in the West Capitol Hill neighborhood of Salt Lake City. To get more information on the Swaner Professorship, or to contact Tamara, please call the 
LAEP	department	at	(435)	797-1000.		
Landscape Conservationist Awarded Honorary Professorship at Utah State
LAEP	Alumni	Reunite	in	Denver
 LAEP connected with its Colorado alumni at a reunion in Denver in 
August	2003.	Design	Workshop	hosted	this	event	at	its	studio	in	downtown	
Denver	August	13.	The	place	was	beautiful,	the	food	and	drinks	were	great,	
and the conversation was stimulating. Craig Johnson, interim LAEP depart-
ment head, Gary Kiger, dean of the College of Humanities, Arts and Social 
Sciences, and Julie Pitcher, HASS development director, greeted about 
30	alums.	Most	alumni	stayed	the	entire	evening,	caught	up	on	news,	and	
renewed friendships. Alumni also took advantage of the dean’s presence, by 
urging him to continue supporting the department.
 LAEP wishes to give a big thanks to Greg Ochis and Design Workshop 
for	their	efforts	in	making	this	reunion	memorable.	Thanks	also	go	to	those	
who	attended	for	their	interest	in	the	department	and	for	their	continued	
support.	If	you	were	not	able	to	attend,	we	hope	you	will	join	us	at	the	next	
reunion.
Annual	Alumni	Reunion	at	ASLA	2003,	New	Orleans
LAEP Alumni Reunions Update
	 New	Orleans	was	a	great	setting	for	the	2003	ASLA	Annual	Meeting	
and for our LAEP alumni reunion. Our private reception was held in a 
Marriot	Hotel	Mardi	Gras	room	prior	to	the	ASLA	Gala.	Craig	Johnson,	
interim	department	head,	enjoyed	visiting	with	our	alumni	from	all	over	
the	United	States.	Once	again,	Craig	and	alumni	enjoyed	visiting	so	much	
that they stayed until closing. 
	 The	preceding	evening	at	 the	mass	 reunion,	 a	number	of	 alums	
stopped by the LAEP table. Ben Davis, one of our students, manned the 
Utah	State	University	table,	visited	with	alumni,	and	handed	out	our	new	
department	brochure.	Thanks	to	Ben	for	holding	down	the	fort	until	Craig	
flew	in	to	New	Orleans.
	 Reunions	remind	us	of	the	exceptional	people	who	graduate	from	
our	program	and	move	on	to	do	work	that	benefits	society	and	the	envi-
ronment.	Thanks	to	all	who	stopped	by.	We	appreciate	your	continuing	
support.
Snyderville Basin: LAEP Land-Planning Studio Project
—	Heidi	Maxfield	and	Jill	Heffner,	students	in	the	JCOMM	USU	class
Utah State’s Old Main Society
What are the qualifications for membership?
 Membership in the Old Main Society is extended to indi-
viduals and their spouses who support Utah State with life-
time contributions of $25,000 or more to any program of the 
university. You may contribute only to LAEP and still qualify. If 
you choose to assist other Utah State needs, we hope you also 
remember the LAEP Department in your giving. Membership 
is also extended to those who make bequests or irrevocable 
deferred gifts of $50,000 or more. You may choose to make a 
gift of cash, securities, or real or personal property. To learn 
more about membership in the Old Main Society and the vari-
ous giving methods, contact the Advancement Office at (435) 
797-1334.
What are the benefits and activities of membership?
 The most important reward you receive as an Old Main So-
ciety member is the satisfaction of helping to provide a quality 
education for students at Utah State University. Many alumni 
and friends have a true philanthropic interest in giving back to 
society by providing help for university students.
 As an Old Main Society member, you will also receive:
• An annual invitation to the Old Main Society Dinner, which is 
held to welcome new members and honor existing members 
for ongoing support. During this event, you will have the 
opportunity to meet Utah State University administrators, 
faculty, students, and other benefactors. 
• Unrestricted use of the HPER and Nelson Fieldhouse rec-
reational facilities 
• Complimentary use of the Merrill Library 
• Advance notification of special programs and events 
• Family membership in the Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of 
Art 
• Old Main Society decal for the window of your car and 
parking privileges 
  David R . Jensen ’65BLA, 
president of David Jensen As-
sociates, Inc., Denver, Colorado, 
was	introduced	into	Utah	State’s	
Old	Main	Society	in	1990.	Dave	
was	 invited	 to	 join	 this	 group	
through his generous contribu-
tions	 to	Utah	 State	University	
over	 the	years.	He	 is	a	firm	sup-
porter of the LAEP Department 
and established an LAEP student 
scholarship	in	1989.	
	 The	David	 Jensen	Scholarship	
Endowment	Fund	has	provided	
a lump sum cash scholarship, a 
tuition waiver, and a chance for 
a summer internship at David Jensen Associates, Inc. to an outstanding 
landscape	architecture	student	for	the	last	14	years.	The	LAEP	Depart-
ment wishes to thank Dave for his contributions to our department and 
students.	We	are	proud	of	our	alumni	who	join	the	ranks	of	Utah	State’s	
Old	Main	Society.	
	 In	October	2003,	Dave	was	 inducted	as	a	Fellow	in	the	American	
Society of Landscape Architects. 
	 “Being	elected	to	the	Council	of	Fellows	has	allowed	me	to	reflect	
upon my career,” he says. “What a great choice I made in my profession. 
What great people I have worked with over the years. What great clients. 
They	all	share	in	this	honor.	I	am	honored	to	support	Utah	State	University	
and future landscape architects with this endowment.”
 
Major Accomplishments
 Dave is one of the most influential community planners in this coun-
try. He has spent his career mentoring landscape architects and educat-
ing	his	clients,	public	officials,	and	other	allied	professionals	in	fostering	
innovative landscape architecture in community design. He continues to 
challenge	himself	to	mentor	his	staff,	to	 inspire	the	development	team,	
to educate and encourage his clients, and to write and speak about smart 
growth, sustainable development, and community design. 
	 His	extensive	works	include	scores	of	award-winning,	master-planned	
communities	that	serve	as	examples	of	 innovation	in	community	plan-
ning,	conservation,	and	sustainability.	Thousands	of	homeowners	have	
experienced	the	sense	of	place	he	has	created.	Among	his	award-winning	
projects	are:	
•	 Building	with	Trees	Award	of	Excellence,	Residential	Mixed-Use	
Community,	National	Arbor	Day	Foundation/National	Association	
of	Home	Builders/Firewise	Community,	for	Bailey’s	Grove,	Kent-
wood,	Michigan,	2003	
•	 Builder’s	Choice	Grand	Award	for	Community	of	the	Year,	for	Weth-
erington,	Cincinnati,	Ohio,	1994	
•	 Builder’s	Choice	Grand	Award,	Single-Family	Detached	Community,	
for	The	Vineyards,	Hillsborough	County,
Old Main Society Member—David Jensen ’65BLA
	 Florida,	2002	and	Best	in	American	Living	Award	for	Master	Planned	
Community,	2003.
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9A Big Thanks for the David Jensen Scholarship
 Our David Jensen Scholarship recipient this year is Bryce Bushman, a senior and T.A. 
(teaching	assistant)	for	the	department.	LAEP	alumnus	David	R.	Jensen	’65BLA	established	the	
David	Jensen	Scholarship	Endowment	Fund	in	1989.	This	scholarship	supports	one	outstanding	
student	each	year.	Not	only	does	the	student	receive	a	tuition	waiver	for	two	academic	semesters	
and a cash stipend, but also is eligible for a three-month summer internship with David Jensen 
Associates, Inc., Denver, Colo., at a salary commensurate with the student market. Each spring, 
LAEP faculty members nominate outstanding graduating senior and/or graduate students and 
choose the recipient. Selection is based on student performance, particularly in design courses. 
The	recipient	is	announced	at	the	LAEP	Week	awards	program	(usually	in	April).	
	 A	former	recipient,	Maria	Adams	’03BLA,	now	with	David	Jensen	Associates	(D.A.),	Denver,	
Colo., gave Jensen a tribute. “With the limited possibilities for internships in Cache Valley, the 
David	Jensen	Scholarship	opened	the	door	for	a	new	experience.	D.A.	gave	me	the	opportunity	
to work under the direction of capable designers, gaining a deeper understanding of design, place 
making, structure, ethics, and the operational and functional aspects of a landscape architecture 
firm,	all	of	which	has	prepared	me	for	the	demands	and	challenges	ahead.”
News Flash: Fifth Annual Sustainable Land-
scape Conference
 Sustainable	Landscapes,	a	student	run	organization, continues 
to	shape	the	dialogue	of	sustainable	design	and	planning	with	the	fifth	
annual conference, Desert Water: Shaping Our Future.	This	confer-
ence, which has grown into the largest student-driven symposium in the 
region,	will	be	held	Tues.,	April	6,	2004.	Born	in	the	fifth	year	of	ongoing	
drought, this year’s theme deals with the increasing need to understand 
the implications of society’s values and actions regarding water in the 
West.	The	 conference	 will	 address	 issues	 related	 to	 water,	 including	
ethics, restoration, policy, use and conservation, regional planning, and 
regenerative	design.	The	conference	includes	keynote	speakers,	concur-
rent sessions, workshops, a continental breakfast, and a catered lunch.  
	 Speakers	 this	 year	 include	 Robert	 France,	 Alan	Matheson,	
Joan	M.	Safford,	Thomas	P.	Cathcart,	and	Jerry	Olds.	Robert France is 
an associate professor of Landscape Ecology, Department of Landscape 
Architecture,	at	Harvard	University.	He	teaches	courses	focusing	on	the	
influences	of	landscape	processes	and	development	on	aquatic	systems,	
and on how the design of these systems can be used to mitigate water-
shed	 development	 pressures.	 France	 has	 authored	 numerous	 papers	
on	the	aquatic	ecology	and	conservation	biology,	and	is	editor	of	the	
book Handbook of Water Sensitive Planning and Design. Alan Matheson 
is	 director	 of	 the	 Utah	Water	 Project	 for	 Trout	 Unlimited.	 Prior	 to	
joining	TU,	he	practiced	water	and	environmental	law	as	a	partner	in	a	
Phoenix	law	firm.	Joan M. Safford, professor of landscape architecture, 
	 Jamie	Maslyn	’98MLA,	now	with	Civitas,	Inc.,	
Denver, Colo., also gives her thanks. “Clearly the 
financial	 aspect	of	 the	David	 Jensen	Scholarship	
was very helpful, but more importantly, since that 
scholarship is awarded by the LAEP faculty, I was 
honored to be the recipient. It came at a time when I 
felt I was stretching myself and abilities, and to have 
the	faculty	recognize	that,	gave	me	that	encourage-
ment to keep working hard.”
Cal Poly Pomona, is the previous director of the John T. Lyle Center 
for	Regenerative	 Studies.	 Safford	 teaches	 design	 along	with	 large-
scale regional ecosystem-based planning. Thomas P. Cathcart is a 
professor	 of	 agricultural	 and	 biological	 engineering	 at	Mississippi	
State	University.	His	 research	 interests	 include	environmental	and	
aquacultural	engineering,	water	quality,	constructed	wetlands,	storm	
water and erosion management, and wetland mitigation. Jerry Olds 
is	the	state	engineer	for	Utah,	Division	of	Water	Rights.	He	oversees	
the allocation of water rights for the state and is well versed in water 
policy.	Please	join	us	for	this	cutting-edge	event.
	 Register	at	www.sustainablelandscapes.org.	For	more	infor-
mation	call	435.797.0500	and	ask	for	Shawn	or	Lori	with	Sustainable	
Landscapes, or e-mail thegroundup@yahoo.com. Admission: students 
$10,	community/professionals	$30	before	March	15,	or	$40	at	the	
door.
Kurt Altvater ’81BLA is a principal with Bank 
of	America	Securities,	Commercial	Mortgage	
Group	in	San	Francisco.
Michael (’81BLA) Schneider’s company 
received a recent ASLA award. Orange Street 
Studio	received	a	Merit	Award	in	Design	from	
the American Society of Landscape Architects 
(ASLA)	for	its	project,	The Emerson Residence. 
The	award	was	presented	during	the	ASLA	
annual	meeting	in	New	Orleans,	Oct.	30-Nov.	1,	
2003.	Read	more	in	the	write-up	in	this	issue.
Sue Nordstrom Scherner ’81BLA is the owner 
of Prairie Sage Landscape Ecology in Denver, 
Colo.
SJ Camarata ’82MLA,	director	of	ESRI,	Inc.	
(Environmental	Systems	Research	Institute),	
a global GIS software development and 
consulting	firm,	was	chosen	a	2003	LAEP	
Outstanding Alumnus.
Pat Ehrman ’82BLA has located her business, 
Patricia	Ehrman	RLA,	in	Jackson	Wyo.
Stan Southwick ’83BLA is with Southwick 
Landscape Architects, Las Vegas.
Jack W. Zunino ’84MLA	of	Las	Vegas,	Nev.,	
was	inducted	into	the	Council	of	Fellows	at	the	
Nov.	ASLA	annual	meeting	in	New	Orleans.	
Congratulations!
Sumner Swaner ’84BLA was thanked at an 
April	2003,	LAEP	appreciation	luncheon	for	he	
and his family’s endowment gift that established 
the Swaner Green Space Institute and the 
Sumner	Margetts	Swaner	Professorship	for	Utah	
State’s	LAEP	department.	Read	more	about	this	
event in this issue.
Todd Bagley ’86BLA is now with Kammeyer 
&	Associates,	Corona,	Calif.	Thanks	to	Todd	for	
joining	us	on	our	southern	California	field	trip.
Brian Huculak ’87BLA recently started 
the	firm,	Huculak	and	Associates,	in	Aurora,	
Colorado.	“After	15	yrs	in	Vancouver	and	being	
part	of	lots	of	big	projects,	let’s	just	say	starting	
over	again	is…an	interesting	experience.”	
Dale Shaffer ’87BLA moved from Boston to 
Ghent,	N.Y.,	and	started	Dale	Shaffer	Landscape	
Architect.	Here	is	a	…	“rundown	on	what	I’ve	
been	up	to	since	I	saw	you	[Mike	Timmons]	
last, which I believe might have been in San 
Francisco.	From	S.F.,	I	went	to	L.A.	for	three	
years,	then	moved	to	N.Y.C.	for	two	and	a	half	
years,	[where	I]	worked	for	Thomas	Balsley	
Associates as a senior associate, then moved 
back	to	Boston	and	ran	the	Boston	branch	office	
for	the	Burlington	Vermont	Office	of	H.	Keith	
Wagner—a	very	excellent	design	firm.	Two	
’60s
Anthony (Tony) M. Bauer ’62BS,	FASLA,	
received	a	Michigan	Chapter	ASLA	merit	
award in communications for his book, Shaping 
Landscapes for Tomorrow: a Reclamation Guide 
for the Aggregate Industry. Tony is retired from 
Michigan	State	University	and	is	co-founder	of	
the	firm	Bauer-Ford	Reclamation.	Currently,	
he consults with the landscape architecture 
department	at	the	University	of	Minnesota	
on long-range mining, reclamation and 
development	issues	in	Northern	Minnesota’s	
Mesabi	Iron	Ore	Range.
David R. Jensen ’65BLA of Denver, Colo., 
was	inducted	into	the	Council	of	Fellows	at	the	
Nov.	ASLA	annual	meeting	in	New	Orleans.	
Congratulations!	Read	more	about	David	in	this	
issue.
Vern Budge ’65BS received the Distinguished 
Faculty	Award	from	the	Council	of	Educators	
in Landscape Architecture (CELA) at its 
2003	conference	in	Charlottesville,	S.C. Vern 
retired	May	2003,	from	his	position	as	associate	
professor in the LAEP 
department. 
Garr (’67BLA) Campbell’s  
design for the grounds of 
Alaat	Tyabji,	the	Aga	Khan	
University,	in	Karachi,	
Pakistan, was published in 
Gardens of Delight; the Great 
Islamic Gardens,	by	DuMont	
Buchverlag,	Köln,	2001.
Rod Wiberg ’67BS is a senior landscape 
architect with American Civil Construction in 
Littleton,	Colo.
’70s
Robert W. (Bob) Smith ’70BS, president of 
the	Denver	firm	of	DHM,	was	chosen	a	2003	
LAEP Outstanding Alumnus. Bob was also 
appointed to the LAEP Advisory Board in Sept. 
2003,	for	a	three	year	term.
Richard Shaw ’72BLA of Aspen, Colorado, 
was	inducted	into	the	Council	of	Fellows	at	the	
Nov.	ASLA	annual	meeting	in	New	Orleans.	
Congratulations!
Charles Killpack ’73BLA is	CEO	of	Pixxures,	
Inc., in Arvada, Colorado.
Paul H. Parker ‘74BLA, vice president of 
Center	for	Resource	Management,	Salt	Lake	
City, was appointed to the LAEP Advisory 
ALUMNI UPDATES
Board	in	Sept.	2003,	for	a	three	year	term.
Richard (Buck) Sutton ’74MLA, currently 
coordinates the landscape design option in the 
Agronomy and Horticulture Department at the 
Univ.	of	Nebraska,	Lincoln.	His	private	firm,	
Landscape Architectural Services, engages in 
residential,	commercial,	and	public	projects.	
Buck	was	chosen	a	2003	LAEP	Outstanding	
Alumnus.
Mark Johnson ’75BLA	and	Jamie	Maslyn	
’98MLA,	of	CIVITAS,	were	awarded	a	new	
project	in	Charlotte,	N.C.	Their	urban	design	
study, which included a nine-
acre	park	in	the	Third	Ward,	
beat out a distinguished list of 
competitors.
Garth Balls ’76BLA, owner 
and principal of Landplan 
Associates, Ltd.,of Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada, was chosen a 
2003	LAEP	Outstanding	Alumnus.
Walt Bremer ’77MLA, who heads his 
department’s Geographic Information System 
technology research unit at Cal Poly State, San 
Luis Obispo, Calif., was	chosen	a	2003	LAEP	
Outstanding Alumnus.
Ken Brooks ’77MLA, a professor of landscape 
architecture	at	Kansas	State	University,	was	
chosen	a	2003	LAEP	Outstanding	Alumnus. 
Carol Mayer-Reed ’77MLA, of Portland, Ore., 
was	a	member	of	the	ASLA	National	Awards	
Jury	for	2003.
Margaret Ann Mullins ’77MLA, of Denver, 
Colo.,	was	inducted	into	the	Council	of	Fellows	
at	the	Nov.	ASLA	annual	meeting	in	New	
Orleans. Congratulations, Ann!
Michael Fotheringham ’79MLA and April 
Philips were the winners of a national design 
competition	for	the	redesign	of	historic	Union	
Square	in	the	heart	of	downtown	San	Francisco.	
The	new	square	was	inaugurated	in	July	2002.	
For	the	same	project,	Fotheringham	and	
Philips received a 2001 ASLA Award of Merit: 
Communication category, for their PowerPoint 
presentation, which compiled and documented 
the	planning/design	process.	More	on	the	award	
at: http://www.asla.org/meetings/awards/
awds01/unionsqre.html
Scott VanDyke ’79BLA,	of	ASWN+	
Architects,	Salt	Lake	City,	Utah,	was	appointed	
to	the	LAEP	Advisory	Board	in	Sept.	2003,	for	a	
three year term. 
’80s
By	Mike	Timmons	and	Claudia	Bracken
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Don Leslie ’97BLA is a landscape architect at 
MGB+A,	The	Grassli	Group,	Salt	Lake	City,	
Utah.
Jamie Maslyn ’98MLA	and	Mark	Johnson	
’75BLA,	of	CIVITAS,	were	awarded	a	new	
project	in	Charlotte,	N.C.	Their	urban	design	
study	included	a	nine-acre	park	in	the	Third	
Ward.
Melissa Reese-Thacker ’98BLA is a Park 
Planner II with South Suburban Parks and 
Recreation,	Centennial,	Colo.
Dick Rol ’99MLA is with the City of San Diego, 
Calif. His work deals with the restoration of 
disturbed sites related to utilities in the canyons.
Gary Bentrup ’99MLA,	with	the	USDA	
National	Agroforestry	Center	in	Lincoln,	Neb.,	
had a paper accepted for presentation at the 
International Association of Landscape Ecology 
World	Congress	in	Darwin,	Australia,	July	2003.
Karla Smith ’99BLA is working for Design 
Workshop,	Park	City,	Utah,	as	a	landscape	
architect.
Kelly Gillman ’99BLA	is	with	Cooper	Roberts	
Simonsen	Architects,	Salt	Lake	City,	Utah.
Tim Johnson ’99MLA	has	joined	Novak	
Environmental,	Inc.,	Tucson,	Ariz.,	as	a	
landscape architect.
’00s
Matt Adams ’00BLA now works for HLA 
Group, Sacramento, Calif.
Keith Christensen ’01MLA is a training 
development	specialist	with	the	Utah	State	
Center for Persons with Disabilities. He is also 
an instructor for
LAEP	for	2003-04.
Matt Earle ’01BLA, of Gates & Associates, 
Hayward, Calif., has been accepted	to	the	MBA	
program	at	the	University	of	Illinois.
Richard Hite ’01BLA is with Southwick 
Landscape	Architects,	Las	Vegas,	Nev.
Jianxin “Diane” Dai ’02MLA is with Austin 
Tao	&	Associates,	St.	Louis,	Mo.	
’00s continued
Lynette Hall ’02BLA	is	at	MGBA,	Salt	Lake	
City,	Utah.
Kristofor Kvarfordt ‘02BLA	joined	Utah	
State’s	LAEP	department	for	the	2003-04	
academic	year	as	an	adjunct	instructor,	after	
working for Design Workshop in Lake Tahoe, 
Nev.	As	project	manager	for	3D	visualization	
projects,	he	led	a	team	of	his	colleagues	in	
developing a consistent approach for producing 
accurate visual simulations in the Lake Tahoe 
Basin.
11
months	ago,	I	bought	a	farmhouse	and	33	acres	
in	the	Hudson	Valley	in	N.Y.	(2	hours	north	of	
N.Y.C.)	and	am	now	starting	my	own	office—
Dale Schafer Landscape Architect. I’ve had a 
great	run	of	fun	and	wonderful	projects	over	the	
years, working for really talented people, and on 
a	diversity	of	project	types.	I	think	of	you	and	
the	rest	of	the	faculty	at	USU	very	frequently.	
You and that program were, and always will be, 
an inspiration to me. It’s funny how it seems 
just	like	yesterday,	and	it	was	16	years	ago!	I	will	
probably be going to Salt Lake City sometime 
within	the	next	nine	months,	and	if	I	do,	will	
make	every	attempt	to	go	up	to	Logan	and	say	
hello.”
’90s
Lecinda Fuller Pierce ’90BLA is now living in 
Valencia,	Calif.	Thanks	to	Lecinda	for	joining	us	
on	our	southern	California	field	trip.
Prashant Bhat’s ’92BLA	The	Landscape	
Company,	was	awarded	the	Indian	Navy’s	
Project Seabird, Karwar	project	in	2003.	This	
master plan design for township and naval 
facilities includes the design of environmental 
friendly township lung spaces as well as naval 
parade grounds and gardens in the coastal town 
of	Karwar.	The	project	cost	is	$1	million,	which	
is	a	very	large	project	in	India.	Bhat	is	also	a	
member of the LAEP Advisory Board.
Keith Smith ’93BLA is now with Terrence J. 
DeWan	and	Associates	in	Yarmouth,	Maine.
Kurt Watzek ’93MLA is now working for 
HDR,	Phoenix.
Christopher W. Sands ’94MLA;	senior	
planner	at	Bio-West,	Inc,	Logan,	Utah,	was	
appointed to the LAEP Advisory Board in Sept. 
2003,	for	a	three	year	term.
M. Sarah Creachbaum ’95MLA	is	with	NPS’s	
Natural	Sounds	Program	in	Fort	Collins,	Colo.
Berry Ellison ’95BLA is with Southwick 
Landscape Architects, Las Vegas.
Joseph Campo ’96MLA is a technical writer 
for	Solidworks	Corporation	in	Concord,	Mass.
Chan Eng-Hampton ’96BLA works with 
RJM	Design	Group	in	San	Juan	Capistrano,	
Calif.	She	says,	“Our	office	specializes	in	public	
works, particularly park designs.” Chan lives 
with her husband, Vernon, and their children in 
Oceanside, Calif.
Shannon Byrne ’97BLA is with Southwick 
Landscape	Architects,	Las	Vegas,	Nev.
These updates reflect some of our correspondence with alumni, or items we were made aware of in recent months. 
To keep us updated, you can submit the form on the back cover. Has your address or e-mail address changed—let us know.
Other Alumni Updates: 
 Mat K. Winward ’00BLA, Hugh Holt 
’86BLA, and Wendy Vaughan Julian ’97BLA 
are working for Landmark Design, Inc., in Salt 
Lake	City,	Utah.
 Carrie Morgan ’03MLA and Troy 
Anderson ’01BLA	are	with	Robert	Marshall	
Architects in the Salt Lake City and Logan 
offices,	respectively.
	 Hot	off	the	press—the	Built Environment 
Image Guide for the National Forests and 
Grasslands,	culminates	efforts	by	the	U.S.	
Forest	Service.	Roger Burkart ’77BLA 
served as landscape architectural consultant 
with	DHM,	Denver,	in	preparation	of	the	
document.	USFS	landscape	architects	
participating in the document development 
included Dave Hatch ’89BLA, Gordon 
Williams ’76BLA and former LAEP students 
Chris	Hartman	and	Nora	Laughlin.	
 A number of LAEP graduates are 
working	with	the	BLM.	These	include	
Cimarron Chacon ’99MLA, Lynn Fergus 
’62BS, Rob Sweeten ’94BLA, and Alyssia Angus 
’99MLA.
	 Carol	R.	Johnson	Associates	West,	in	Salt	
Lake	City,	Utah,	has	been	transformed	to	G	Brown	
Design, Inc., announces principal Gerald Brown 
’73BLA.	Staff	members	include	Susan Crook 
’89MLA, Richard Gilbert ’96BLA,Steven 
Gilbert ’96BLA, Eric Powell ’99BLA, Jennifer 
White ’95BLA,	and	Liz	Bradshaw.	
Guest Lectures and Studio 
Participants:
 Dennis Nagao ’77BLA,	NPS	Denver	Service	
Center, presented the work of the Denver Service 
Center (DSC). 
 Dave Hatch ’89BLA, Ron Vance ’99MLA, 
and Steve Torgerson ’99BLA all worked with 
the fall semester recreation-design studio under 
the	direction	of	prof.	Mike	Timmons	on	a	study	
of dispersed recreation in the left-hand fork of the 
Blacksmith	Fork.	
 Dell Cook ’65BLA, landscape architect with 
Salt Lake City Parks, worked with LAEP prof. 
Mike	Timmons’	junior	recreation	design	studio	in	
a	fall	2002	project	for	Jordan	Park	in	Salt	Lake	City,	
Utah.
 Cari Goetcheus ’87BLA, of	the	National	
Park	Service,	Alexandria,	Va.,	spoke	on	the	
Congratulations to Five New ASLA Fellows
 The	LAEP	Department	is	proud	to	announce	that	our	former	department	head,	Karen	Hanna,	
and	four	alumni	recently	earned	the	ASLA	Fellow	designation.	The	American	Society	of	Landscape	
Architects	(ASLA)	inducted	35	new	members	into	the	Council	of	Fellows	during	the	ASLA	Annual	
Meeting,	Nov.	3,	2003,	in	New	Orleans.	Inducted	Utah	State	LAEP	alumni	include	David R. Jensen 
(BFA ‘65)	of	Denver,	Colo.;	Richard William Shaw (BLA ’72)	of	Aspen,	Colo.;Margaret Ann 
Mullins (MLA ’77)	of	Denver,	Colo.;	and	Jack W. Zunino (MLA ’84) of	Las	Vegas,	Nev.	Founded	
in	1899,	ASLA	is	the	national	professional	association	for	landscape	architects,	representing	more	
than	13,500	members.	Visit	the	association	online	at	www.asla.org.
	 The	Council	of	Fellows	is	comprised	of	more	than	600	landscape	architects	recognized	by	their	
peers for outstanding accomplishments in works of landscape architecture, administrative leadership, 
knowledge,	and	service	to	the	profession.	Fellows	may	use	the	designation,	“FASLA”	following	their	
name	to	signify	membership	in	the	ASLA	Council	of	Fellows.
 
subject	of	historic	landscape	preservation	at	a	
department-wide lecture.
 Mark Dawson ’88BLA, Sasaki Associates, 
Watertown,	Mass.,	spoke	on	his	experiences	
and current work in the Sasaki Watertown 
office.
 Rick Barrett ’79BLA,	WRT	Design,	
San	Diego,	Calif.,	spoke	on	his	experiences	in	
helping coordinate the planning of facilities for 
the	2002	Olympic	Games	in	SLC,	including	the	
Medals	Plaza.
 Jim Webster, former LAEP faculty 
member, gave a presentation on the St. 
Petersburg gardens of Peter and Katherine the 
Great.
 Todd Johnson ’76BLA gave a 
presentation on urban design focusing on the 
re-use of railyards.  He also participated in a  
brown bag discussion with students.
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ALUMNI UPDATES, continued
Kris K. and Tamara S. at Faculty Retreat
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Gerald (Gere) Smith, a 
former member of the faculty 
in the Landscape Architecture 
and Environmental Planning 
Department	at	Utah	State,	completed	a	63-day,	3,412-mile	bicycle	journey	
across	the	country	in	June	2003.	
	 Gere	organized	his	bicycle	experience	as	a	charity	ride	to	encourage	
alumni,	friends,	and	anyone	he	met	on	the	ride	to	pledge	financial	support	
for	scholarships	at	three	universities:	the	University	of	Arizona,	Utah	State	
University	and	Cal	Poly	University	in	San	Luis	Obispo,	Calif.
A Cross-Country Bicycle Ride for Student Schol-
arships
 C a r o l  M a y e r - R e e d 
’77MLA,	FASLA,	 served	as	 chair-
person	of	 the	2003	awards	 jury	 for	
the American Society of Landscape 
Architects (ASLA) when it convened 
in	Washington,	D.C.,	in	June	2003.	The	
panel selected the best from entries 
submitted	in	four	categories	of	profes-
sional landscape architecture: design, 
analysis and planning, research, and 
communications.
	 Mayer-Reed	 was 	 jo ined	
by	 eight	other	notable	 jurists	 from	
throughout the country, including 
Benjamin	Forgey,	 architecture	 critic	 for	The	Washington	Post,	 and	
Ramiro	Villalvazo,	ASLA,	chief	landscape	architect	for	the	U.S.	Forest	
Service.	Mayer-Reed	is	the	only	awards	jurist	from	the	Northwest.
 “Carol is one of our nation’s most highly acclaimed contemporary 
leaders	in	the	creation	of	successful	urban	landscapes,”	said	Paul	F.	Mor-
ris,	FASLA,	president	of	ASLA.	“Her	unique	ability	to	merge	nature	and	
culture into lasting and meaningful places for people will serve this year’s 
jury	particularly	well	at	a	time	when	our	society	is	returning	its	attention	
PORTLAND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT HEADED DISTINGUISHED AWARDS JURY
to civic engagement and investment.” 
	 With	 such	widely	 recognized	projects	 to	her	 credit	 as	The	Rain	
Garden	at	 the	newly	expanded	Oregon	Convention	Center,	Eastbank	
Esplanade,	the	Nike	World	Headquarter	North	Campus	Expansion,	and	
others at Portland International Airport, the Oregon Garden, and the 
Oregon	Zoo,	her	work	in	the	Pacific	Northwest	has	won	numerous	awards	
from	ASLA	as	well	as	 from	other	regional	and	national	organizations,	
including	The	Waterfront	Center	of	Washington	D.C.
	 Mayer-Reed,	 a	professional	 landscape	architect	 for	25	years,	 is	 a	
partner	of	Mayer/Reed,	 a	Portland-based	design	 firm	 that	provides	
landscape architecture, urban design and visual communications services 
throughout	the	Pacific	Northwest.	
	 The	ASLA	now	represents	more	than	30,000	landscape	architects	
nationwide. Winners of this year’s awards competition, open to individuals 
and	firms	throughout	the	country,	were	announced	June	23	and	presented	
at	the	annual	ASLA	meeting	Oct.	30-Nov.	3	in	New	Orleans.
—Dianna Schmid
We thought you would like to 
see how Rick Barrett ’79BLA 
enjoys the harsh San Diego 
winters.
Old Main in winter twilight
 During	spring	break,	March	2003,	a	group	of	LAEP	students	embarked	on	a	voyage	of	discovery	
and	adventure.	These	students	came	from	all	lifestyles	and	all	levels	in	the	LAEP	department.	Well,	
almost	all	 levels—no	freshmen	or	seniors	went.	Rising	bleary-eyed	one	dark	Saturday	morn,	the	
students trekked down to the Salt Lake International Airport so they could get an early start on this 
one-week tour of bright and sunny southern California.
 After arriving in Long Beach, everyone piled into the rented minivans (kudos to Vern, Craig, 
Dave,	and	all	the	other	drivers	who	braved	the	highways	and	byways	of	southern	California).	First	
stop	was	Little	Venice	for	a	nice	easy	stroll	along	the	canals.	We	saw	interesting	home	facades	and	
community	walkways.	Then,	on	to	Los	Angeles—city	of	smog	and	various	other	carcinogens!	Af-
ter	a	brief	tour	of	various	areas	such	as	Union	Station,	Little	Tokyo,	Angels	Landing,	and	Mexican	
marketplaces,	we	migrated	to	very	different	venues.	Sculptures	galore.	Some	rose	out	of	the	drab	
concrete like steel behemoths (Walt Disney Concert Hall) others sank down into the depths of the 
multistory	city	(Arco	Towers).	What	a	city!	After	downtown	Los	Angeles,	we	all	went	star	gazing.	
Hollywood.
 Sunday was driving day. Besides seeing such architectural gems as the Gamble House and the 
Hollyhock House by Greene & Greene, we also saw natural wonders—the Huntington Gardens. 
What diversity. What eclecticism. What brilliant colors (the desert garden was in bloom). What a 
short	time	we	spent	there!	After	Dave	Bell	demonstrated	his	car	hijacking	capabilities	(he	locked	his	
keys	in	the	van),	we	caravanned	to	the	Getty	Museum.	Now	there	is	a	museum.	The	landscape	was	
marvelous.	The	architecture	was	breathtaking.	The	art	was	diverse	and	interesting.	But,	that’s	okay.	Let’s	
go back to the architecture. Around every corner was a new vista, a new surprise—be it a cactus garden 
with	a	view	of	LA	or	a	quiet	Zen-like	fountain.
NAMING OPPORTUNITIES AT 
UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY—
Endowments
 You and/or your company are invited 
to create an endowment in the LAEP 
department	at	Utah	State.	Endowments	
can be named for you, your company, or 
another person you wish to honor. Endow-
ments can support student scholarships, 
graduate student assistantships, profes-
sorships	or	programs.	The	corpus	of	the	
endowment is invested by the university 
and only the earnings are spent by the 
department, thereby creating on-going 
support. LAEP currently has the following 
endowment needs, in order of priority: a) 
visiting lectureships, b) enrichment , c) full 
tuition scholarships, d) student scholastic 
assistance scholarships, e ) partial tuition 
scholarships, f) endowed chair, g) en-
dowed professorship, h) technology, i) lec-
ture	series,	j)	student	international	travel/
study, and k) sustainability conference. 
The	faculty,	in	conjunction	with	our	LAEP	
Advisory	Board,	developed	this	prioritized	
list.
	 Join	those	who	have	committed	their	
support to LAEP through an endowment 
for one of our needs. If you would like to 
find	out	more	about	funding	an	endow-
ment, please contact Julie Pitcher, HASS 
development	director,	at	435.797.3662	or	
e-mail	julie.pitcher@usu.edu.	 	 	
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LAEP Spring 2003 Field Trip—Southern California
By Dave Rondina
Let’s go! LAEP students on Sp03 Field Trip to Calif.
Top L: LAEP Students  at The Citadel, pondering  
the art of landscaping.
Top R: Getty Museum water garden
B L:   Playa Vista model
Photo credits:  LAEP students—Mike Budge, Petra
  Repic, and Dave Rondina
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	 After	we	fed	our	aesthetical	senses,	we	required	nourishment.	Hmmmm.	
How	about	Universal	Studios?	OK.
	 Monday	was	the	start	of	the	firm	tour.	First	was	Gensler,	an	architectural	
firm	in	Santa	Monica.	Big	firm.	Nice	projects.	Check	out	those	3-D	machines!	
Now	if	only	we	could	get	one	into	the	back	of	the	vans—that	would	be	a	wel-
come	addition	to	the	department.	Lunch	was	at	the	Santa	Monica	Pier	(well,	at	
the	mall	nearby).	Ah,	the	ocean.	White	sand,	soaring	seagulls,	and	fish	stories.	
Well,	that	was	nice.	Off	to	the	Citadel	by	Martha	Schwartz.	Hmmmmmmmm.	
S’ok. But, oh look! It’s the Crystal Cathedral! Home of the Hour of Power! Wow. 
Moreover,	it’s	only	a	couple	of	thousand	to	get	a	paving	stone	with	my	name	on	
it.	Now	where	did	I	leave	my	wallet?
	 Next	day…California	Scenario	by	Isamo	Nouguchi.	Rock	as	sculpture.	A	
wind controlled fountain. A nice shady hill planted with grasses only occasion-
ally	cut.	A	quiet	atmosphere.	Thanks	to	Kenneth	Kammeyer	for	his	in-depth	
tour.	Thanks	 to	Mike	Budge	and	everyone	else	 for	 the	many	pictures	 taken.	
The	afternoon	was	given	over	to	Randy	Jackson	and	a	tour	of	Woodbridge,	a	
“gated”	community	with	wide-open	gates.	Thanks,	Randy,	for	the	dinner	at	The	
Camp.
	 Wednesday	was	Irvine	day.	First	stop,	the	Irvine	Center	for	a	lecture.	Wow,	
nice	model.	Amazing	what	a	little	foresight	will	do	in	the	planning	field.	How	
many	acres	did	you	say	would	be	open	space?	After	a	tour	of	the	EDAW	firm,	
back to Irvine—well, at least parts of Irvine. Well-planned neighborhoods and 
great open spaces.
	 Thursday	was	fun	day—Legoland.	Thanks	to	Kyle	Silrum	for	his	tour	(and	
for	letting	us	in	free).	It’s	literally	amazing	what	a	person	with	imagination	can	
do with Legos! Watch out for that lion. Poor man. He left his boot here. Hope 
Vern	and	Dave	 liked	 their	 rides	on	 the	 rollercoaster.	UC	San	Diego	was	our	
afternoon	stop	and	a	stroll	down	the	SWA	designed	Mall,	what	a	user-friendly	
space.	Careful,	that	library’s	about	to	take	off.
	 Friday	was	 taken	up	with	CalTrans.	 Informative	3D	simulations.	WRT,	
later	that	morning,	was	interesting.	Small	firm	but	beautiful	detailing	and	great	
graphics.	Lunch	was	at	Horton	Plaza	in	downtown	San	Diego.	No,	Horton	the	
elephant was not there. Sorry. Who came up with that color scheme? Interesting 
layout	to	the	mall.	Three	stories	around	courtyards.	Side	note	–	Horton	Plaza	
was/is	part	of	an	ongoing	downtown	revitalization.	Another	section	was	the	
Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	promenade.	Luckily,	the	city	workers	turned	on	the	
fountains	for	us.	Thanks.	Ah,	the	gumdrop	hills,	the	candy	striped	pavement,	
a	convention	center	nearby.	Check	out	 that	 fountain!	Alumnus	Dick	Rol	
led	a	tour	of	several	reclamation	projects	including	the	San	Diego	landfill—
healthy	coastal	sage	scrub	on	top	of	100	feet	of	trash…amazing.	Dick	also	
hosted	a	BBQ	at	his	home.	Thanks	to	him	and	his	wife	for	the	food	and	the	
company.
	 Saturday	was	another	highlight–the	firm	of	DPA.	After	a	brief	tour	of	
their	office	(sorry	no	graduate	students,	please),	we	all	went	to	the	Water	
Conservation	Garden	in	West	El	Cajon.	Wonderful	water	conservation	edu-
cational	garden!	Interesting	graphics,	thanks	to	Jeri	Deneen.	Unfortunately,	
we	were	all	a	little	sad	when	we	realized	that	the	shears	were	actually	borrowed	
from the Jolly Green Giant.
	 Ok,	I’m	done.	Let’s	go	catch	an	airplane.	First,	lunch	at	the	Viejas	Ca-
sino.	The	outlet	stores	were	better	to	look	at.	Fascinating.	Nice	illustration	of	
the principles of design and site planning. Interesting method of integrating 
Native	American	motifs	into	modern	architecture.
	 That’s	it	folks.
L to R:  Los Angeles landscape, Water Conservation Garden, Water towers in WC Garden, 
Little Venice: Vern asks, “Where are we going next?”
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I Am Off to Slovenia!
 For more than ten years, I dreamed of traveling abroad. 
Last summer I finally had the opportunity, and spent six weeks 
touring Scotland, England, France, Italy and Spain. I fell in love 
with Europe and cannot wait to spend spring semester 2004 
in Slovenia on the Utah State LAEP/ University of Ljubljana 
exchange program.
 I spent my childhood days fantasizing about traveling all 
over the world. Now this small-town girl’s dreams are becom-
ing reality. I grew up in a little desert town in northern Arizona 
called Fredonia. It is about seven miles south of Kanab, Utah, 
and 60 miles north of the Grand Canyon. Until last summer, I 
had traveled only in North America—as far north as Vancouver, 
British Columbia, and as far south as Ensenada, Mexico. I have 
sauntered through the Redwood Forest and snorkeled in the 
Gulf Stream water.  
 For three and a half years, I have studied landscape ar-
chitecture and environmental planning at Utah State. During 
this time in LAEP, I saw photos of 
Ljubljana and its university. It looks 
like a beautiful city with layer upon 
layer of history and architecture. 
I am sure that fresh landscapes in 
Slovenia will become a new palette 
of inspiration for my designs. With 
excitement, I look forward to the 
new adventures, experiences and 
friends that await me in Europe.
—Jenn Elliott
 
	 The	LAEP	students	and	 fac-
ulty were treated to a stimulating 
lecture	by	Robert	Murase	in	October	
2003.	The	 funding	 for	 this	 address	
came from a generous donation by 
the	Marie	 Eccles	Caine	 Founda-
tion.	Robert	Murase	 is	 a	 landscape	
architect	with	more	than	39	years	of	
experience.	His	work,	 found	 in	 the	
United	States,	Asia,	and	Caribbean,	
reveals and develops landscapes of 
diversity and contradiction. His vi-
sual compositions use a vocabulary 
of incremental growth, placemaking, 
and	 landscape	pattern	 that	deal	with	 light,	mysticism,	and	 the	 social	
environment.	An	internationally	recognized	designer,	Murase’s	projects	
have won numerous national design awards and have been featured 
in	architectural	magazines,	 journals,	and	books.	Tracing	100	years	of	
Japanese-American history, Touching the Stones	is	a	book	based	on	Mr.	
Murase’s	design	of	the	Japanese	American	Historical	Plaza.	His	work	
was	also	examined	as	part	of	Spacemaker	Press’	Landmarks	Series,	in	
Robert Murase: Stone & Water.
	 After	graduating	from	the	University	of	California	at	Berkeley	with	
a	bachelor	of	landscape	architecture	in	1963,	Mr.	Murase	apprenticed	
at	 two	of	San	Francisco’s	 leading	design	offices,	 interning	at	Robert	
Royston’s	office	and	working	for	Lawrence	Halprin	for	several	years.	He	
enriched	his	career	with	two	years	of	research	at	Kyoto	University,	as	
well as nearly eight years of practice in Japan. He served as a professor 
at	the	University	of	Oregon’s	Department	of	Landscape	Architecture	
for	three	years	and	in	1999,	helped	EDAW	open	an	office	in	Portland,	
Ore.	He	established	Murase	Associates	in	Portland	in	1982	and	opened	
a	second	office	in	Seattle	in	1988.
Murase	Associates
	 Robert	Murase’s	specialized	stone	and	water	works	capture	the	es-
sence	of	the	firm’s	vision:	an	
unfaltering	attention	 to	de-
tail;	a	restorative,	sculptural	
presence;	 and	 a	belief	 that	
beautifully	executed	designs	
will	maintain	 a	 revitalizing	
relationship between indi-
viduals, communities, and 
their environs.
 
	 Murase	Associates	pro-
vides landscape architecture, 
site art, urban design and 
planning services to a wide 
variety of public and private 
clients. The firm currently 
employs	 24	 professionals	
and is responsible for the 
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Joyce Albrecht, assistant vice president for Advance-
ment/Development Operations, visiting with LAEP 
faculty at the spring 2003 Swaner thank-you luncheon.
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SWANER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON HELD
By	Patrick	Williams,	Public	Relations,	Utah	State
	 April	 2003	opened	with	warm	 temperatures	 and	 the	promise	of	
spring	at	Utah	State	University.	April	1	also	provided	an	opportunity	for	
Utah	State	University	to	say	thank	you	to	the	Swaner	family	at	a	luncheon	
acknowledging the Swaner family gift to the university and the Department 
of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning. 
	 Dr.	Paula	Swaner-Smoot	and	Sumner	Margetts	Swaner,	BLA’	84,	were	
on	hand,	 representing	 the	Swaner	 family.	University	officials	 joined	 the	
department’s	faculty	and	staff	to	mark	the	occasion.
 Department head and professor Karen Hanna welcomed the luncheon 
crowd	and	summarized	the	importance	of	the	occasion.
	 “This	gift	will	 allow	LAEP	 to	continue	 in	 its	mission	of	educating	
students about the process and the importance of saving green space,” she 
said.	“The	gift	will	bring	another	faculty	member	to	our	ranks,	who	will	
focus on green space topics and the procedures developed by the Center 
for Green Space Design.”
	 The	Swaner	 family	gift	brings	 the	Swaner	Green	Space	 Institute	 to	
the Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning. 
The	institute	will	expand	the	methods,	knowledge	and	application	of	green	
space	principles	in	community	design.	The	gift	also	includes	funding	for	an	
endowed	faculty	position	in	the	department,	the	Sumner	Margetts	Swaner	
Professorship.
	 The	Swaner	Green	Space	Institute	and	the	Swaner	Professorship	add	
to	 the	educational	viability	of	 the	department	and	will	attract	 increased	
student	and	faculty	interest.	The	institute	and	professorship	also	contribute	
to	the	image	and	prominence	of	LAEP	at	Utah	State.
	 Vice	President	for	University	Advancement	Randy	Talbot	thanked	the	
Swaner family for the vision to present this gift. 
	 “This	gift	enhances	our	mission	at	Utah	State	University,”	Talbot	said.	
“It embraces teaching, research and service. It embodies what the university 
is about.”
 Gary Kiger, dean of the College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sci-
ences,	also	acknowledged	the	importance	of	the	Swaner	family	gift.	Noting	
that	 the	 timing	couldn’t	be	better,	 the	gift	supports	 the	department	and	
college	 in	a	 time	of	budgetary	 limitations.	The	gift	also	 supports	 the	
university’s desire to enhance environmental initiatives and develop 
stronger graduate programs. 
 “I want to thank you on behalf of the college, its students and the 
broader university,” Kiger said. “We accept your challenge and are devel-
oping plans to move forward.” 
	 Next,	Sumner	Swaner	addressed	the	crowd	and	issued	a	challenge.	
A	Utah	State	LAEP	graduate	(1984),	he	said	he	appreciated	the	training	
he	received	20	years	ago.	He	also	encouraged	the	department	to	train	
landscape	architects	similar	to	those	working	100	years	ago--landscape	
architects	who	made	major	contributions	to	the	communities	in	which	
they lived and worked.
 “I encourage the department to train individuals who will implement 
their	skills	in	the	community,	to	go	beyond	narrow	areas	of	specialization,	
to	have	the	broad	skills	to	contribute	to	the	community’s	betterment,”	
Swaner	said.			 The	luncheon	concluded	with	remarks	by	Dr.	Paula	
Swaner-Smoot.
	 “Thank	you	for	this	lovely	day,”	she	said.	“This	is	a	gift	from	our	entire	
family,	and	we	are	single-minded	in	our	interest	in	the	environment.	That	
is	where	our	hearts	are,	and	we	look	forward	to	this	partnership	with	Utah	
State	University.”
	 All	those	attending	the	luncheon	agreed	that	the	establishment	of	the	
Swaner	Green	Space	Institute	and	the	creation	of	the	Sumner	Margetts	
Swaner Professorship are watershed events for the department and the 
university. Everyone left the luncheon looking to the future and with 
sincere appreciation to the Swaner family. 
L: Dr. Paula Swaner-Smoot at reception 
Top: Sumner M. Swaner and LAEP Faculty at luncheon 
R: Albrecht and Swaner examining a gift
WHY—Students	directly	benefit.
	 	 Many	LAEP	alumni	want	to	give	back	to	society	and	influence	
the lives of tomorrow’s landscape architects and leaders. Student 
scholarship(s) can create those opportunities.  Discussing his student 
financial	aid	made	possible	by	an	alumni,	Gary	D.	Bentrup	’99MLA	
said,	 “The	David	 Jensen	Scholarship	provided	me	an	opportunity	
to pursue graduate research on watershed planning groups in the 
Intermountain	region	of	the	United	States.	The	scholarship	funded	
a portion of my travels to the three groups that I researched for my 
master’s	thesis.	My	thesis	and	graduate	work	at	USU	paved	the	way	
for	my	current	position	as	a	research	landscape	planner	for	the	U.S.	
Forest	Service.”
  When you give to LAEP, one hundred percent of your contri-
bution	goes	directly	 to	your	designated	program	or	project.	Your	
contribution	is	also	tax	deductible.	
HOW—How can I help?
	 	 Many	ask	how	they	can	give	to	the	LAEP	department.	There	are	
several ways. You may send in a single contribution or pledge pay-
ments over time. Payment can be by check, electronic funds transfer, 
or	credit	card	(one-time	or	automatically	over	time).		There	are	also	
advantages to giving appreciated securities or other assets.
  Other personal giving options include planned giving through 
wills,	living	trusts,	life	insurance	or	other	planned	gift	instruments.	For	
information on these options, please contact Julie Pitcher, develop-
ment director for the College of Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences 
at	435.797.3662	or	julie.pitcher@usu.edu.
	 	 The	Department	also	accepts	gifts-in-kind	from	individuals	and	
companies.	An	LAEP	student,	John	Scott,	noticed	that	his	employer,	
Architectural	Nexus,	was	buying	new	plotters.	He	quickly	asked	the	
firm’s	president,	Tom	Jensen,	if	the	old	plotters,	which	were	still	in	
good	condition,	could	be	donated	 to	 the	LAEP	department.	 	The	
students	now	have	two	badly	needed	plotters.		Contact	Craig	Johnson,	
department head, to discuss possibile donations.
	 	 Finally,	corporations	often	match	their	employees’	contributions.	
Please	check	with	your	human	resource	office	and	obtain	the	matching	
donation form. Send it in with your donation to double or even triple 
your gift.  
WHEN—What are my options?
  You can give anytime or when you receive the president’s annual 
fund	letter	in	the	early	fall,	or	when	you	are	called	as	a	graduate	of	
the College of Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences during its annual 
phonathon. In any case, you can direct your donation to the LAEP 
Department.  
  Some alumni give on a consistent, monthly basis. We urge our 
alumni to “develop the habit of giving.” With payroll deductions or 
automatic charges to your credit card, this monthly contribution can 
be very easy for you and easy on your bank account. 
WHERE—Where do I send my gift?
	 	 Please	send	your	donation	directly	to	University	Advancement,	
1420	Old	Main	Hill,	Logan,	UT	84322-1420.	If	you	have	any	ques-
tions, please contact Claudia Bracken, development coordinator, at 
435-797-0520	or	claudia.bracken@usu.edu.
ORANGE STREET STUDIO 
RECEIVES ASLA AWARD 
	 The	LAEP	department	congratulates	Michael	Schneider	’81BLA	for	his	
company’s	recent	ASLA	award.	Orange	Street	Studio	received	a	Merit	Award	
in Design from the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) for 
its	project,	The	Emerson	Residence.	The	award	was	presented	during	the	
ASLA	Annual	Meeting	in	New	Orleans,	Oct.	30-Nov.	1,	2003.	The	project	
was	among	436	entries	submitted	to	the	2003	ASLA	Awards	Program,	and	
is	the	only	firm	to	receive	the	award	in	southern	California.	
 Located in the Westwood-Century City area of West Los Angeles, the 
Emerson	Residence	is	a	new	house	with	modernist	and	minimalist	sensibili-
ties.	The	sculptural	qualities	of	the	house	are	reinforced	and	enhanced	by	the	
gardens,	which	include	a	78-foot	long	lap	pool,	built-in	seating,	extensive	use	
of	ornamental	grasses,	and	Zen-like	courtyards.	The	entry	garden	steps	up	
from	the	sidewalk	into	outdoor	rooms	defined	by	a	natural	green	wall	and	
a reflecting pool. Simple materials, such as pebbles, concrete, stone paving, 
teak, water and plantings elegantly combine to create fluid connections 
between garden rooms and 
interior spaces.
 “The house is ver y 
sculptural and bold,” said 
Michael	 Schneider,	 ASLA,	
president of Orange Street 
Studios. “The landscape ar-
chitecture ties the house to the 
earth	in	an	equally	bold	man-
ner. Plants were selected for 
their natural form, color and 
inherent	 sculptural	qualities.	
Many	of	the	grasses	and	rushes	
respond to wind movement, 
adding a playful rhythm to the 
outdoor	experience.”
 Orange Street Studio 
is	a	landscape	architecture	and	urban	design	firm	founded	in	1992	by	R.	
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LAEP Advisory Board Held 
Its Fall 2003 Meeting
	 Our	LAEP	advisory	board	met	Sept.	12	and	
13,	2003,	for	its	semi-annual	meeting	at	Utah	State	
University.	The	meeting	was	brought	to	order	by	
Craig	Johnson,	interim	department	head.	Six	
new members were welcomed to the board: Paul 
H.	Parker	(‘74BLA;	VP,	Center	for	Resource	
Management,	Salt	Lake	City),	Christopher	
W.	Sands	(‘94MLA;	senior	planner,	Bio-West,	
Inc,	Logan),	Bob	W.	Smith	(‘70BS;	Denton,	
Harper,	Marshall	Design	Corp.,	Denver),	Scott	
W.	VanDyke	(‘79BLA;	ASWN+	Architects,	Salt	
Lake	City),	Don	A.	White	(‘71BS	Economics;	
Zions	Securities	Corp.,	Salt	Lake	City),	and	Bill	
T.	Wright	(‘76BA	Univ.	of	Kentucky;	manager,	
Neighborhood	Development,	City	of	Ogden).	
	 The	five	committees	met	in	their	respective	
sessions for discussions. At the board luncheon 
on	Friday,	professor	Caroline	Lavoie	gave	a	pre-
sentation on her Australian sabbatical and her 
Slovenia	studies.	Professor	John	Nicholson	gave	
a	presentation	on	his	European	Fulbright	fellow-
ship. Gary Kiger, HASS dean, and Julie Pitcher, 
Michael	Schneider.	The	firm	is	recognized	for	its	work	in	residential	gardens,	
public	spaces,	parks	and	plazas.	
Johnson, Carter and Mayer-Reed at Advisory Board
The Emerson Residence—Photos courtesy of Orange Street Studio 
HASS development director, also greeted the 
attendees.	The	advisory	board	members	met	
with	students	Friday	afternoon	and	then	met	
in	committees	to	prepare	their	reports.	The	
reports and recommendations were presented 
Saturday morning at the general session. 
	 The	date	for	the	next	LAEP	Advisory	
Board	meeting	is	February	20-21,	2004.
This gift is to be used where it is needed. Name(s): _______________________________
This gift is designated for ______________________  Address: ________________________________
Shiozawa Scholarship (honoring Kenji Shiozawa)   
Heritage Scholarship (honoring Vern Budge and Jerry Fuhriman)       ________________________________   
Charge my gift to:          MasterCard          VISA           Discover         American Express       
Card #:   ____________________________________  
Exp. Date:   _________________________________  Signature: ______________________________
Name on card:  ______________________________   
Please make checks payable to the Utah State University Foundation.
Mail to LAEP, 4005 Old Main Hill, Logan, UT, 84322-4005
DONATION to the LAEP Dept., 
2004  
You can double your gift if your employer offers a matching 
gift program. Please check with your Human Resources office 
or call 1-888-653-6246.
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Department of Landscape Architecture 
   and Environmental Planning
College of HASS
4005 Old Main Hill
Logan UT 84322-4005
Name:    __________________________________
Graduation Year:   __________________________
Degree Earned:   ___________________________
Occupation:   ______________________________
Employer:   _______________________________
Job Title:   ________________________________
Business Address:   _________________________
_________________________________________
Business Phone:   __________________________
Email:   ___________________________________
Other Degrees & Schools:   ___________________
Specializations:   ___________________________
Items of Interest (awards, significant projects, etc.):
_________________________________________
Contact info of other alumni you know:
_________________________________________
KEEP IN TOUCH
Please help us update our records. Let your 
classmates and professors know where you are 
and what has happened in your life since you left 
Utah State. Either take a few minutes to complete 
the following survey, or drop us a copy of your 
most recent resume. We hope to use some of this 
information for the next issue of InSites, as well as 
to assist us in recognizing the accomplishments of 
our alumni! Please e-mail or mail photos /images in 
high resolution (300 dpi) for  printing purposes. E-mail 
to claudia.bracken@usu.edu or mail to Claudia 
Bracken, LAEP Department, 4005 Old Main Hill, 
Logan UT 84322-4005. Feel free to update your info 
at 435-797-0520 or by FAX at 435-797-0503.  We love 
to hear from you.
